
One quick note: 
Our indoor flying in St. Peter’s 
School gym will continue 
through March, every Sunday 
from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  
This has been a very                   
enjoyable activity, and it sure 
keeps your thumbs limber. 

Now, for the soap box: 
Winter is an excellent time for planning and preparation.  We’re getting our planes ready for another flying season, or 
finishing up that new kit, or contemplating what new gizmo or whatsit will make our ’08 flying season the best yet.  
Some of us are looking at going with a spread spectrum radio, and wondering which system is best; I’m in that boat 
myself.  And a few minutes or hours spent on the RC forums can leave a person more confused than informed.  There 
are so many (often passionate) opinions about so many aspects of any given topic. 

Our Club has a membership of over 30, with more being added each week.  Each of us has his or her unique thoughts 
and opinions, but I believe we share a common goal.  We are looking forward to our first full season of great RC flying 
at our Club flying field, where we will be able to enjoy the activities and the camaraderie of this great hobby.  But there 
is a lot of planning and preparation needed to ensure that this happens, and we need each member to participate in 
the efforts required to reach that goal. 

There is still work to be done on the field (signage, flight stations, safety barriers, etc.), and a plan 
is needed to make sure that the grass is mowed on a regular basis.  Field Flight and Safety Rules 
are being formulated, various events need to be planned, and the list goes on.  Your Club Execu-
tive Committee (which consists of all Elected and Appointed Club Officers) is and will be at work 
on these items.  Our first step will be to prioritize the items; the second step will be to plan the  
actions required for each of the priority items; the third step will be to bring the resulting plans to 
the membership for approval; and the fourth step will be to implement the plans.  Many of these 
items need to be    addressed in the March meeting, while others will have to wait for the April 
meeting.  Some of you may be approached to be on a planning committee or action team.  If that 
happens, I hope you will be available to help.  There’s a lot to be done. 

As I’ve mentioned on several occasions, the 2nd Annual Yard Sale will be on Friday and Saturday of the first weekend 
of May, and everyone who can help will be needed in order to make it a success.  Many of you have told me that you 
have already started a collection of merchandise for the sale, and that is really terrific.  In addition, we’ll need tables on 
which to display the stuff, and people to man those tables on both Friday and Saturday.  So, again, I hope each of you 
can be available to help.  We’ll have a sign-up chart at the March and April meetings, with times blocked off so you can 
work a designated time period.  If you can’t make either monthly meeting, give one of the Club Officers a call; any of us 
will be glad to pencil you in. 

We have an agreement with Jim Murray, Director of the Bartholomew County Solid Waste Management District, to 
have an Open House at the flying site this summer.  This event is scheduled for Sunday, June 29 th, with a rain date 
of July 13th.  Members of the SWMD Board as well as BC SWMD employees will be invited to attend and to enjoy the 
field.  We will also invite members of clubs from the surrounding area to join us.  It is very important that we express 
our gratitude to the folks who so generously allow us the use of the Landfill property, and this event will play a very 
large part in doing that. 

We plan to have buddy box flying, so we’ll need qualified flyers with trainer models and buddy boxes to give our guests 
an opportunity to try RC flying.  We’ll need as many EZ-Up type shelters as possible, and we’ll probably serve                  
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refreshments or have a concession stand.  The Landfill gate will have to be manned by Club members during the                
entire event, and people will be needed to direct traffic.  Therefore, we will need an Open House Steering Committee 
which will plan and organize all aspects of the event, so put on your volunteer cap, and help make this event a              
success.   Please don’t wait for the other guy to do it; YOU are the guy the Club is counting on. 

I’ve mentioned previously that Russ Kuhn has located a source for a good quantity of used building 
materials with which we can construct a storage building for the Club field.  The materials should be 
available in April.  We have permission to build a skid mounted building up to 12’ X 18’.    We have a 
second lock, keyed the same as the gate lock, so we would be able to keep the building secure 
enough to store some of our field equipment.  (Unfortunately, we are not allowed to keep a mower or 
fuel on the site.)  It would be great to have the building ready in time for the Open House.  Some of 
our members who have some building experience and tools will be needed to get this project          
completed. 

Several of our members have asked me about the possibility of the Club hosting a fly-in or similar event sometime this 
year.  This is a great idea, but it requires people to get it planned and organized.  If you want the Club to hold an event, 
let one of the Club Officers know that you would like to head up a committee to do the tasks necessary to make that 
event happen.  The Executive Committee will help you decide on a date(s), have you submit your idea to the member-
ship at the next Monthly Club meeting, and we will support your efforts to the fullest. 

I’d like to share something that came up last week.  Mike Marthaler, our Field Marshall, came across an internet video 
of a large jet model attempting a take-off from a rough grass runway.  The pilot struggled to get the aircraft airborne, 
and it went somewhat off course, but he continued to allow the plane to accelerate.  He horsed it off the ground at a 
very precarious angle of attack.  As the plane gained airspeed, it remained close to the ground, and flew through about 
10 or 15 spectators, at least one of whom had to dive face first to the ground in order to avoid being struck.  Somehow, 
the plane missed everyone and managed to get airborne.  The video is labeled something like “hilarious jet take-off.”  
Mike pointed out, and we all agreed that this was in no way funny; it could have been deadly.  My guess is that the 
pilot and others involved violated several club safety rules in the process of making that take-off.  My reason for                      
mentioning this incident is this: Jack Baxter and (Field Marshall) Mike are in the process of completing our Field Flight 
and Safety Rules.  I think each of us knows that the purpose of these rules is to ensure our safe and enjoyable use of 
the flying field.  It is my hope that every member will familiarize themselves with them, and, more importantly, will make 
the decision to abide by them.  Failure to do so on the part of even one person could easily result in not only the loss 
of the flying field, but tragic consequences. 

We have a great group of people in this Club, and we have what promises to be a spectacular flying field.  I think we 
have the potential to make our first full year with an operational flying field a great example of how it can and should be 
done.  With your  help, it will  happen. 
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AMA (Muncie) - http://www.modelaircraft.org/ 

Hoosier Hills R/C Flying Club (Bedford) - http://www.geocities.com/ama_984/index.html 

Indianapolis R/C Modelers (Indianapolis) - http://www.indyrcmodelers.com/ 

Indianapolis West Side R/C Modelers  (Indianapolis) - http://www.indywestrc.org/Site/Welcome.html 

Indy R/C South Flying Club  (Indianapolis) - http://www.indyrcsouth.org/ 

Johnson County RC Flyers (Columbus/Edinburg) - http://www.jcrcf.net/ 

Monroe County R/C Club (Bloomington) - http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Hangar/9018/ 

Screaming Eagles R/C Club (Plainfield) - http://www.screamingeagles.org/ 

Southern Indiana Flying Eagles (Seymour) - http://members.tripod.com/~inflyingeagles/ 
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 It may seem like the contest and flying season is a long ways off. It has been a 
long winter hopefully we will have an early spring and be able to get out there and 
start practicing in preparation for the first scale contest soon.  
 
Speaking of the first scale contest for our area, it is the “Mint Julep” held in Falls of 
Rough, Kentucky State Park. It is a very nice state park with a lodge (that has great 
food), rooms and cabins. The contest itself usually has 70 plus attendees and is 
very well run with a great atmosphere. Approximately a 3 hour drive from                    
Columbus, it is close enough for all to attend. The contest is held the third weekend 
in May of every year. This year, the dates fall on May 17 and 18. Most arrive on the 

Friday before and get their planes static judged (except for Fun Scale). Static judging does take place on Saturday 
morning as well if you cannot get there on Friday.  Should any one like further detail regarding this event please                   
contact me at BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com  

In the past we have covered the basics of Fun Scale Novice/Expert and Sport Scale Sportsman.  Following is a portion 
of a previous article for a refresher on the Sportsman class: 

Competing in Sport Scale Sportsman requires a complete documentation package and your plane is static 
judged just like everyone in Sport Scale Expert, Team Scale and Designer Scale. This portion of the contest is 
one of the major differences in Sport Scale versus Fun Scale. If you recall in Fun Scale you get 5 points for 
static or 0. Judging for that is usually done just prior to the first flight by the flight judges. Actually this is a very 
simple process. The other major difference is that the “builder of the model rule” applies in all classes except 
Fun Scale. No ARF’s or purchased models built by someone else are allowed. Your entry can be from a “build 
it yourself kit”, scratch built or even an  original design. Build it yourself kits are not as plentiful as they were 
from years past but there is still a good number available. Another option is to use one of the many kit cutters 
to cut your kit for you. In the future there will be an article that goes more in depth in how to put together a 
good documentation package. In essence one needs to provide a binder to a panel of judges. The binder 
needs to provide a brief description of your model, a brief description of the full size counterpart, a set of three 
view drawings and something that clearly documents the color and markings of the full size. During static  
judging your plane will be judged in three categories. 

· Outline, worth a total of 40 points 
· Finish color and markings, worth 30 points 
· Craftsmanship, worth 30 points 

The total possible score is 100 points. To have a look at the static score sheet go to: 

http://www.nasascale.org/pdfs/rc-sportStatic.pdf 

Static judging typically takes place prior to the first round of flying. Larger events will have static judging the 
day before the flying rounds begin. At a smaller contest, static judging will take place usually on Saturday 
morning just prior to the first round of flying. With regards to the differences in flying maneuvers, the required 
maneuvers are the same as Fun Scale. The difference comes in the options. Three scale operations can be 
used as optional maneuvers in your flight plan. For example, retracts, flaps and bomb drop could be three  
optional maneuvers. In addition if you have a plane with multiple engines you can also you that as a fourth     
option. 

We will now move on to the basics of Sport Scale Expert, commonly known as the “Expert” class. Don’t let the name 
scare you, it is really not as intimidating as it may appear on the surface.  
 
Sport Scale Expert is the next level moving on from Sport Scale Sportsman. The same rules apply regarding static 
judging and flying.  Please see the previous newsletters for that information or you can go to the club web site at   
http://www.bcrcfliers.org  and click on Newsletters. 

When entering and competing in Sport Scale Sportsman by AMA rules you can accumulate 30 advancement points 
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before being required to move to the Expert class. You obtain advancement points by the number of other competitors 
that you place higher than at an AMA sanctioned event. For example, there are 11 competitors in Sportsman at a   
contest you attend. If you place 3rd, you have placed higher 8 others so you accumulate 8 advancement points. It is 
really up to each individual to keep track of their points and move to Expert based on the honor system. My personal 
opinion is that no one other than yourself keeps close tabs on the amount of points you have. You may, at any given 
time move yourself to Expert without accumulating 30 points.  

Once you move to Expert you can no longer compete in Sportsman. Perhaps you are thinking why would I move           
myself to Expert before accumulating my 30 points? Good question. In years past the only way one could qualify for 
the Scale Masters Championships was to compete in Expert, Team Scale or Designer. Sportsman was not a qualifying 
class nor did those in Sportsman get a lot of attention with regards to getting an invitation to Top Gun. Classes have 
been added to both the Scale Masters and Top Gun to allow those flying in other classes an option to attend these 
events.  

Another organization that I would like to mention is NASA. It stands for the National Association of Scale                                
Aeromodelers. NASA is the SIG (Special Interest Group) that represents the scale modelers to the AMA. NASA                  
basically runs the AMA Nationals in Muncie. This year the Scale Nationals will be held August 8 – 10. You can check 
out the NASA web site at http://www.nasascale.org  

For a complete set of AMA rules go to http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/rulebooks/Scale.pdf  

Stay tuned. 
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BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com 
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- From the Portland Area Sailplane Society, Gresham , Oregon 

Charlie Brown was a B-17 Flying Fortress pilot with the 379th Bomber Group at Kim-
bolton, England. His B-17 was called ‘Ye Old Pub’ and was in a terrible state, having 
been hit by flak and fighters. The compass was damaged and they were flying deeper 
over enemy territory instead of heading home to Kimbolton. 

After flying over an enemy airfield, a pilot named Franz Steigler was ordered to take 
off and shoot down the B-17. When he got near the B-17, he could not believe his 
eyes. In his words, he had never seen an airplane in such a bad state. The tail and 
rear section were severely damaged and the tail gunner wounded. The top gunner 
was all over the top of the fuselage. The nose was smashed and there were holes 
everywhere. Despite having ammunition, Franz flew to the side of the B-17 and looked at Charlie Brown, the pilot. 
Brown was scared and struggling to control his damaged and blood-stained airplane. 

Aware that they had no idea where they were going, Franz waved at Charlie to turn 180°. Franz escorted and guided 
the stricken airplane to and slightly over the North Sea towards England. He then saluted Charlie Brown and turned 
away, back to Europe. When Franz landed he told the control operator that the airplane had been shot down over the 
sea, and never told the truth to anyone. Charlie Brown and the remains of his crew told all at their briefing, but were 
ordered never to talk about it. 

More than 40 years later, Charlie Brown wanted to find the Luftwaffe pilot who saved the crew. After years of research, 
Franz was found. He has never talked about the incident, not even at post war reunions. 

They met in the United States at a 379th Bomber Group reunion, together with 25 people who are alive now—all                  
because Franz never fired his guns that day. Research shows that Charlie Brown lived in Seattle and Franz Steigler 
had moved to Vancouver, British Columbia, after the war. When they finally met, they discovered they had lived less 
than 200 miles apart for the past 50 years.  



If you are like me (and I know some 
of you are) you may have not been 
flying as regularly as you would have 
liked in the past few years. There are 
many reasons for this which may             
include work schedules, Family   
commitments, too many other      
hobbies, or maybe just a little     
nervous to fly with others that may fly 

better than you. Well I fall into all of    
categories from time to time but the latter 
now holds true.....I am very rusty so I 
hesitate to fly with others, Maybe I am 
just worried about their safety but in    
reality it is the thought of  embarrassing           
myself that makes me hesitate when I am 
invited to fly with someone.  

I decided this year that I would not use 
this as an excuse so although I have 
been out to our new field a couple of 
times already when Mike Bealmear 
asked if I would ski fly with him this past 
Sunday the 2/24 I said yes. And I am 
really glad that I did. We had a great time 
flying off the snow. It was a 32 degree 
day with some cloud cover but it might as 
well been 70 degrees. We were out at 
the field for 2 1/2 hours and frankly the 
time flew by (excuse the pun). With a few 
adjustments to my low speed needle 
valve at Mike’s suggestion I was actually getting comfortable again with the plane in the air. Mike had a few issues   
with skis falling off and we did do a little search and recovery to get them back but it didn't slow Mike down a bit.           
During each of the two flights he had he lost a ski (different one each flight) but he flew around until fuel was low and 
then brought the plane in on one ski with no damage to the plane! Wow....I was impressed.  

After the flying was done we sat on the tailgate of his van and drank coffee and just talked about the field. I think both 
of us felt a great sense of pride being part of a new club and all the work we and others have been doing to get this 
club and field moving and growing.  

Within the next month we will be installing the new frequency board, barriers, signs, etc and folks this is going to be 
one GREAT flying field this summer!  

So take a minute to head out to the field and look it over again. Take a fellow club member with you or a guest and 
please take a plane. Once you begin to use the field I will bet that you feel the same way Mike and I did Sunday,                
a great sense of pride that this is YOUR field too.  

Until next time.....keep diggin' in the dirt! (OK,,,,just roll on it with wheels or slide on it with skis!)  
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marthalers@sbcglobal.net 
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Training - PC Based RC Flight Simulators   

Okay, some will argue that RC Flight Simulators are a far cry from the sun in your eyes, wind in your face, flying field 
experience but, I can honestly say that having several weeks of simulator experience greatly reduced my time to solo 
and the abuse of my trainer. 

After a  few weeks with a Great Planes RealFlight G2 Simulator and four consecutive buddy box flights with fellow club 
member Jeff Hughes I felt comfortable enough to solo (takeoff, make level turns and land).  Although my knees were 
knocking, the coordination and skill I developed on the simulator enabled me to concentrate more fully on what Jeff 
was telling me during the buddy box flights.   Based upon my experience, the RC Flight Simulator was a great way to 
familiarize myself with RC flight and well worth the $200 it cost me.   

As I began to accumulate flight time and landings I began to find uses for some of the simulator’s many features.  With 
a little effort I was able to closely match the control and response of my trainer.  I simulated and practiced takeoffs and 
landings with cross wind.   My first loops and rolls were completed on the simulator and then with my trainer. 

Owning only one plane, I moved into sport and scale aircraft with the simulator and began to perform some of the   
maneuvers that literally force the trainer to do - good bye flat bottom and high dihedral angle wings.  I experimented 
with control surface throws, CG location, propeller size and pitch, engine size, airfoil shape, wing washout, etc.    

Focusing on the radio transmitter, I discovered what I consider to be one of today’s computer radios most beneficial 
features - exponential.   Wow, what a difference that made.  I programmed exponential into my Futaba T6XA that very 
evening.  With a few key strokes I became a smoother pilot overnight.  (Is that cheating?)   All I know is that I                           
appreciate and utilize the exponential feature of my transmitter. 

Just so there is no misunderstanding, I am not saying that an RC Flight Simulator by itself will make you an expert RC 
pilot.   I am saying that a properly utilized RC Flight Simulator will increase your confidence and expedite the           
development of your flying skills.   If used to its full potential, the simulator can increase ones understanding of aircraft 
and radio set up and flight control.  Not interested is continuing your education?  Did I mention that RC Flight                  
Simulators are also fun? 

 For those interested in learning more about the features and cost of PC Based RC Simulators, an up to date            
comparison table of the leading RC Simulators (compliments of Melanie Cutter of Empty Nest Games) can be found 
at;  http://www.emptynestgames.com/rc_sim_chart.html  
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JR 8103 TRANSMITTERS w/DIGITAL TRIMS: 
· (  )  - JR 8103 Tx ON CH 32 $ SOLD 
· (1) - JR 8103 Tx ON CH 32 or 40** $175.00 
  **This Tx can also be equipped with:     
· (1)   - Xtreme Power Systems 2.4 GHz Spread Spectrum Tx module with  $125.00 
 matching XPS 8 channel Rx.  (Fits any JR module type transmitter)   
 www.xtremepowersystems.net  
 

ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT: 
(All Rx’s below are on CH 32) 
· (3) - JR FM Rx’s 9 channel, NER549X $ 60.00 each 
· (1) - JR FM Rx’s 7 channel, R700 Slimline $ 40.00 
· (2) - JR FM Rx’s 6 channel, R600 $ 35.00 each 
· (1) - JR FM Rx 7 channel, NER327X $ 25.00 
· (  ) - Hitec FM Rx 8 channel, Platinum $ SOLD 
· (  ) - Hitec FM Rx 8 channel, Supreme $ SOLD 
· (4) - JR DS 537 standard Digital Servos $ 17.50 each 
All equipment is lightly used and well maintained. 
 

CONTACT: JIM SACHLEBEN  812-350-8774  bcrcfliers@yahoo.com  
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Bartholomew County Fair Grounds, Columbus IN 
· doors open 9am, vendor setup 8am  
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After 8 years and 18,000 hours of toil the Boeing 4 0C rolled out last week end as a finished airplane.  We now 
have to wait a few weeks for the snow to melt to fl y this baby.   

We received our Standard Airworthiness cert form the FAA last week and completed the engine pre oil and fuel flow 
tests for the 1st of the taxi tests to start when the snow melts bit. This is the snowiest winter in Spokane since1968 !!  

Factoids for the Boeing 40 project  
· 221 gallons of dope/reducer and 120 yards of 102 ceconite fabric.  
· 12 gallons of poly urethane paint for the sheet metal.  
· The wings have 33,000 individual parts in them.  
· The airplane weights 4080 lbs empty and has a gross weight of 6075lbs.  
· It's 34 ft long and 13 feet tall with a wing span of 44 1/2 feet.  
· Wing loading 10 lbs per sq ft and power loading 10 Pounds per HP.  
· Should cruise at 115 mph at 28 GAH, and 32 GPH at 120 mph.  
· It carries 120 gallons of fuel in three tanks.  
· We used 350 2' brushes and 6 gallons of West Systems epoxy.  
· 181 rolls of paper towels.  
· There were a total of 62 volunteers who worked on the project to some degree and 21 volunteers who did a signifi-

cant amount of work and 9 that worked continentally over many years.  

Here's some pics of it flying:      http://home.comcast.net/~biplane0/boeing40/     Photos by : George Perks/R. Pemberton 
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President 
Jim Sachleben 
E mail: bcrcfliers@yahoo.com  
Cell phone: 812-350-8774 
  
Vice President 
Mike Bealmear 
E mail: bealmearm@comcast.net  
Home Phone: 812-379-4770 
Cell Phone: 812-350-7793 
  
Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Kuhn 
Home Phone: 812-342-3031 

Webmaster 
Steve Ort 
E mail: BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com  
Phone: 812-524-5784 
 
Safety Coordinator 
Jack Baxter 
E mail: jandrbaxter@iquest.net  
Home Phone: 812-372-6740 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rick Anderson 
Email: anderson_rvs@sbcglobal.net  
Phone: 812-342-1172 

Field Marshall 
Mike Marthaler 
aka FMM (Field Marshall Mike) 
E mail: marthalers@sbcglobal.net  
Home phone: 812-342-1475 
 
Minister of Information 
(Publicity and Promotion) 
Greg Emerick 
E mail: gregemerick@comcast.net  
Home Phone: 812-526-9350 
 
 

BCRCF Monthly Club Meetings  are held at St. Peter's 
School the second Tuesday of each month beginning at 
7:30pm . St. Peter's School is located at 719 5th Street in                         
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The BCRCF Outdoor flying facility  is located on 
the plateau of the closed ex-Columbus landfill east 
of Columbus, IN on Route 46 East.  From I-65 take 
the Route 46 East exit, and follow it through         
Columbus to just past the small town of Petersville, 
IN (see below). The site entrance is a locked chain 
link gate. Contact any club officer/member                     
(see above) to obtain access to the site. Come join 
us! 

For more information :  Send us an e-mail today .                                       
E-mail: bcrcfliers@yahoo.com  

Club Indoor Flying sessions  are currently being held from    
7 to 9 pm each Sunday evening  at the St. Peter's School        
Gymnasium (see above).  You must be an AMA licensed club 
member to fly (do to insurance restrictions), but spectators  
are welcome.  Come join us!�
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