
This month, Iôd like to take a somewhat different approach to this column.  We need to think about 
how to keep our flying field.  No, no one is talking about closing our field, and weôre in good shape 
with the Solid Waste Management Board and their Director, Jim 
Murray.  But, as many clubs have found out, the worst can and 
does happen.  So, the question is, how can we solidify our          
standing in the community so that we can protect our site and our 
enjoyment of it? 

The AMA Insider Newsletter this month contains an article about 
that very topic.  In fact, itôs the lead article.  Its focus is that a club needs to be                       
involved, and it needs to keep being involved, in the community upon which it 
depends for its existence .  This involvement needs to happen long before  the 
potential loss of a flying site is imminent. 

At the June Club meeting, our Vice President, Mike Bealmear, proposed that the Club hold an event this September to 
raise money for aid to flood victims or a similar   charitable cause.  Even though time for organizing is short, the     
members who were present voted unanimously in favor.  As a result, the planning is already going  forward.  We have 

tentatively picked the date of September 26th, a Saturday.  This is an excellent beginning for us. 

We as a Club need to think in terms of ways to be a part of, and to contribute to, the community.  We need to make 
ourselves known in order to gain as many friends as possible.  Those very friends could very likely be the key factor in 
a crucial decision regarding the existence of our flying site. 

Successful clubs around the country are involved in their communities to the fullest.  They invite youth organizations, 
such as the Scouts, Foundation for Youth, etc. to their fields where the young people 
get an opportunity to learn about model airplanes.  They help raise funds for charities.  
They show their planes at area malls, setting up flight simulators for folks both young 
and old to try.  Anything that gives more people a good feeling about model aircraft 
and flying them is a plus. 

Iôm sure there are other image building activities, even some which may not have 
been tried yet.  Does anyone in our membership have a brilliant idea for a Club event 
or activity that will contribute to Columbus and/or the surrounding community?  Or do 
you know of an    activity or event which has been successful for another club?  Your 

ideas and  participation are welcomed and needed.  

Raising awareness of our Club by means of community involvement will make very 
important friends for us, and it will also help with recruiting new members.  Both re-
sults will go a long way toward insuring the continued use of our flying site.  Does this 
seem self serving?  Then think of it this way: we will, by our involvement and efforts, experience a huge amount of sat-
isfaction knowing that we have, through our hobby, done something useful, helpful, inspiring, and spiritually uplifting. 

Jim Sachleben 
bcrcfliers@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

òThe View from Homeó 

- Jim Sachleben   (Club President)  
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 One of the many aspects of our new RC club that Iôm looking forward to is helping to train folks 
new to RC Flying. This is something that I have honestly done little of, and not really at all since 
teaching my son Ted to fly some 11-12 years ago.  He was a quick study, as are most of the 
younger generation.  A few weeks back, I had my first chance to help Roy Mosteller get in some 
stick time in with club trainer. Now, Royôs not a complete novice - he has flown before.  Itôs just 
been a few years, so it was good practice for both of us. 
The following weekend was our Grand Opening at the field, 
and while there were, unfortunately, not many folks there to 
get some buddy-box time with as it was very windy, I did 

take advantage and observe Ken Erickson working with a couple folks on the 
buddy-box. Ken has been instructing for a long time, and I picked up some tips 
from him that will prove useful. 

Having an effective training program for the 
club will be essential to the growth and pros-
perity of the club. Iôm looking forward to being a 
part of it! 

I was very pleased by the show of support at our delayed June meeting for my        
proposal to have a charity fly-in this year. Because we are just starting out as a club, 
earlier this year we had decided to forego any type of fundraising flying event for 2008. 
Then came the devastating floods of June 7

th
.  Iôm sure I donôt have to remind you of 

how much damage that wall of water did to our town and our community. Just think, 18 
months ago, all we had was an unused landfill that we hoped to make into a flying field, 
and now we have a very nice flying site. Without the help we received from the city, 
county, businesses and individuals (not even directly connected to the club), we would 
not have anything closely resembling what we have today.  People and businesses are 
hurting, and I felt that we should not delay giving back somehow to the community. The 
date we have selected is Saturday, September 27

th
, and the charity we have chosen to 

support is the Firemanôs Cheer Fund. I plan to have details very soon as to what this 
event will entail, and hope that you will offer your support for the event by donating 

your time and talents when called upon to do so. 

 
Sent:  Wednesday, June 18, 2008 9:48 PM 

Subject: Gate Lock Issue 

Dear BCRCF Members,  

There was recently a problem where a lock at the gate to the landfill (we're 
not entirely certain at this time if it was ours) was incorrectly locked, and it 
required the torching of a lock (not ours) for someone to be able to gain                
access to the landfill. Our lock was found by a member arriving to mow) on 
the ground, still locked with a link still attached.  I spoke with Jim Murray 
about it, and although he was unaware of the latest problem, apparently it  
has happened before. He was not clear about who's lock has been the issue 
(understand that with the flooding and local devastation, I'm sure he's been 
putting  in some long days, and I didn't push him for details) but we may be 
the or part of the problem. 

So, in trying to prevent further issues (at least from us) please be sure that you only attach our lock in a similar fashion 
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- Mike Bealmear (Club Vice President)  


