
I’m really pumped about this coming flying season.  I must admit, I’ve had some                              
reservations about what’s in store this year, but, at this point, we’re looking very good.  So, 
we’re going forward with plans for several things. 

Why this optimism in the light of the economic down turn?  The answer is that, despite              
losing some members, we’ve gained several new members, and we appear to be set to 
gain several more.  The indoor flying has been a pleasant surprise as far as new member 
recruitment.  We’ve had as many as six guest fliers, and several of them are interested in 

joining the Club. 

The Mall Show on February 28th was very well attended, with lots of planes and members coming to help 
the Club put our “best foot forward.”  I think we made quite a few friends, and we possibly picked up some 
new member prospects.  Thanks to Alan Batts for contacting Great Planes to obtain some foamy gliders to 
give to the kids.  We were given 100 of them, and they were really appreciated by the young folks.  And 
thanks to our Events Director, Stan Durnal, for organizing a great show. 

Our plans for this coming season include some exciting                   
activities, and I hope everyone can participate.  Of course, 
we’ll have the 2nd Annual Fireman’s Cheer Fund Fly-In on 
Sunday, October 11th.  The new event for this year is the Joe 
Grube Memorial Big Bird Fly-In, scheduled for July 25th.  That 
is a Saturday and we’re hoping that the fact that the gate is 

open most of the day on Saturdays will encourage the public to come on up the hill and 
watch the goings on.  So everyone needs to help spread the word about these two events. 

We’ve scheduled the annual club yard sale for the first weekend in June, Friday and Saturday the 5th and 
6th.  This year we’re trying a different set up; we’re going to have the sale at a private residence.  My  
mother-in-law has agreed to let us use her yard and garage, so we’ll have an opportunity to see if a change 
of venue will increase sales. 

The most important thing is that we have lots (and I mean LOTS!!! ) of merchandise to sell, so check your 
attics, garages and basements for stuff you can put in the sale.  Also, ask your relatives, friends,                       
co-workers, etc. if they have any stuff to donate.  If we can advertise a really big yard sale, with lots of stuff, 
the public will come to it.  Kitchen items, decorator items, tools, bicycles, kids’ toys, and furniture all bring in 
the buyers.  As we’ve said before, this is the easiest way to raise funds for the club, so we need maximum 
participation. 

The reason we need to raise funds is, of course, improvements to our flying site.  This year, we will be    
completing the shed and making some other long planned improvements, most of which will involve                    
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relatively small expenditures. 

But the big item is expansion of our parking and drive area.  Unfortunately, because of the nature of the soil 
at our site, this improvement is quite expensive.  We are not able to simply drop stone where we want more 
parking.  It must have an underlayment called Geo-Grid which prevents the area from becoming soft and 
unable to support our cars.  Geo-Grid is expensive; it took $2,000 worth of the stuff to complete our                   
driveway.  We could easily spend two to three times that expanding the parking area.  We are looking for a 
lower cost source for this or a similar material, but, so far, that hasn’t produced results.  So we need to                   
continue to work on fund raising, and we need everyone’s help and ideas to raise money for the Club. 

Well, that’s enough tub thumping.  I hope everyone will be able to come and fly at the field this season.  We 
really do have a great place to enjoy our hobby, and it will continue to get even better.   

See you out there!   

��������	
�
��
bcrcfliers@yahoo.com 

������#��)�#��)�

Bristol M-1 
This is a 1/6 scale WWI model of the British              
monoplane.  This model was my 2nd airplane            
after my trainer & is still in good condition.  It weighs 
approximately 6.5 lbs & works well with any                
0.50-0.90 size 4-stroke engine (per Balsa USA's 
website).  Wingspan is 60" & it transports easily in         
a small car.  It is covered in a scale fabric covering 
scheme & has a fiberglass cowl.  It comes with               
servos.  Put your engine & radio in it  & join the 
Dawn Patrol!  On sale for $150 because I've got to 
make room in my hangar for a 1/3.  

Carl Goldberg Tiger2 
This airplane is for sale for the same reason...                     
I need to make room in the hangar for the big                     
1/3 scale Pup.  It flies great for aerobatics & has very 
light wing loading if you want to slow down.  This               
airplane is also sized to transport easily in a small  
car & comes with servos & a Fox 40 2-stroke glow 
engine, 2 gallons of Fox glow fuel, & a Futaba 72Mhz 
Rx.  It was involved in a crash several years ago, 
however it was repaired & has flown well since the 
repair.  The picture shown is its current good                          
condition.  The whole package is yours for $150. 

For either/both contact:   Greg Emerick    Email:  gregemerick@comcast.net   Phone: 812-526-9350 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Fe b- Ma r 2009                
Page  3  

���
��
�	�������
������
������������������������������
��
�	�������
������
������������������������������
��
�	�������
������
���������������������������
��������
���������������
���������������
������� ���

� � 
 
 � # � � � � � � $ 
 � � � �� � 
 
 � # � � � � � � $ 
 � � � �� � 
 
 � # � � � � � � $ 
 � � � �� � 
 
 � # � � � � � � $ 
 � � � � � ���
!���*�����
	���� �

 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Sometimes it is difficult to come up with subjects regarding scale modeling that I think              
others might enjoy.  I have made this request before but it has been a while. If there is any 
thing you would like covered from a scale modeling perspective, please e mail me at 
BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com and I will do my best to cover it. 

This month we are going to discuss finishing. Finishing a scale model is always one that 
can be of interest and it is the most difficult task after basic construction. In the past                   
personally I used Super Coverite and K&B Superpoxy paint. They were in the “good old 
days” a great way to finish a model, not only scale mind you but any model that you wanted 
a painted finish. While Super Coverite is still available, it is costly and I don’t feel like it is as 
good a product as it once was. K&B Superpoxy was an epoxy paint. It was expensive back 
in the days when it was available. I have heard several different stories why it is no longer 
available but that is another subject perhaps for another time. 

I have experimented with several different types of finishes over the years since K&B Superpoxy was taken 
off of the market.  From automotive to full size aircraft paint. All giving decent results but not exactly what I 
was looking for and besides it is cost prohibitive. 

Which brings me to the latest project. It is covered with Solartex and for the first time I am trying household 
latex as the paint. Since the Solartex was purchased approximately two years ago the price was not to bad. 
Today (in my opinion) Solartex is now too expensive to consider as a covering material for any plane at ¼ 
scale or larger. 

First of all, let’s discuss the primer and paint. Same story as earlier, K&B was the primer of choice years 
ago. Nothing even came close back in those days as to how well K&B primer went on and sanded. I have 
tried several other primers over the years as well since K&B went away.  Automotive acrylic primer is great 
but costly and not always easy to find.  Next best, believe it or not is gray Krylon in a spray can. Krylon has 
recently changed the spray nozzle on their cans and they spray much better than before. Krylon primer 
dries fast and sands easy, making a great base for latex paint. Now on to the paint. While experimenting I 
have found that Behr exterior latex is working out the best. I tried some other brands that I felt were actually 
superior quality to Behr but the Behr material has proven to be the best that I have found so far for our  
models and for spraying out. It was extremely difficult at first to take a plane that has a lot of time and effort 
in it to start spraying it with household latex paint. Even the thought of spraying latex is basically unheard of, 
not to mention on a model airplane. Some contractors spray latex especially in new home construction but 
not a model airplane. I read and studied and read and studied a lot of the articles in the magazines and on 
RC Universe, RC Groups and RC Scale Builder about spraying latex.  Based on this latest project, which by 
the way is not completely finished but it does have the base color applied. While there was a definite               
learning curve in spraying latex it has proven to be well worth the effort so far.  With the material, color and 
conditions I have used, I am finding that thinning the paint about 1 to 1 with distilled water is just about 
where you need to be. You could probably use tap water but I wanted to start with distilled water in an effort 
to use as pure a product as possible. I initially started with HVLP and found that a conventional  gun actually 
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provided better results spraying at 28 psi. I will say that shortly after the paint is sprayed out it looks nothing 
short of terrible and terrifying as well.  After about one hour, the latex (using a small amount of Flotrol per 
the directions) levels out so nicely it is almost unbelievable. You do need to apply it in thin coats and apply 
as many coats as needed to get the color you are looking for.  Spraying heavy wet coats will run. Believe 
me on that one. But if you do get a run it is easy enough to sand out after the paint dries completely.  
Speaking of color, that is another advantage to using latex. Home Depot and probably other paint sources 
can color match most any of your needs. In the case of this particular plane it took a bit of tuning of the color 
to get it where it needed to be but it is extremely close to what I was looking for. One draw back to using 
latex is that it is NOT glow fuel proof. A plane that will be glow powered must be clear coated with a glow 
fuel proof paint. Fortunately this first latex project I am working on is gasoline powered so the fuel proof 
clear is not an issue. The reports that I am reading state that Lusterkote in rattle cans or polyurethane can 
be used as a fuel proof clear coat. In the future, that will be tested and confirmed. 

Let’s move on to covering material. As mentioned earlier, the particular plane I am currently working on is 
covered with Solartex. While Solartex is a good product, it is now (at least for me) too expensive. 

There is an ongoing experiment currently in my workshop using polyester dress lining and water based 
polyurethane as an adhesive. I must say, so far I am impressed with the results. The first “go around” re-
sulted in less than satisfactory results but the latest samples are proving out well. The polyester material 
used for this experiment was purchased at Walmart for $2.00 per yard. You can cover a very large airplane 
with a few yards of material. Basically the process goes as follows. For a wing cut out the material at                
minimum a couple of inches larger than needed all the way around. This stuff is very difficult to cut and frays 
easily. Oh well, that is small inconvenience to save a good share of money. Next step apply the cloth to the 
wing with water based polyurethane and a good paint brush. What I have been using is Minwax Polycrylic       
at about $16.00 per quart. Just brush the polyu through the material and on to the wing pulling the material 
snug as you go. Don’t worry about getting too tight and pretty at this point. Brush the polyu outside the               
perimeter of the wing an additional inch or so to avoid fraying and making it much easier to trim. Let that sit 
for approximately two hours. After which time go back with your iron at ~275 degrees and iron the cloth to 
the wing around the perimeter, the ribs, sheeting, etc. Next either use your iron of a heat gun and shrink the 
polyester and trim with a sharp blade. The material is very hard on blades and will dull them quickly, so 
have plenty of blades on hand. Don’t get to carried away with the iron or gun at this point because this              
material shrinks so well you can distort your wing if you are not careful. Trim the excess material, turn the 
wing over and do the other side. Now, working from top to bottom of the wing you can shrink the material 
and have a great looking covered wing. Now apply an additional light coat of polyu and finish shrinking any 
wrinkles that may show up. About five coats of polyu will bring you to the point of ready to prime. When            
doing a fuse or a sheeted wing, simply start in the center of the cloth and work outward on the first coat.  
Iron it to adhere and continue with additional light coats of polyu.  As stated earlier I am still in the                         
experimental phases with this process but so far the results are very good and I see no reason why this 
would not work on a finished model. Stay tuned for updates.                  

Until next time, fly hard and land soft. 

�

�
���
�
BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com  
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Hello fellow BCRCFliers! I hope all are weathering the winter as comfortably as possible.  

I find it hard to believe it is already late March.  Boy time does fly when you are having 
fun. This winter I have been working on my ¼ scale Nieuport 17 and will have it flying 
this summer! 

For those of you who read the article on building skis I did manage to get the Skyraider 
out on the snow in February but it was warm and the snow was like glue. It would build up on the skis to 
such a degree that the plane would not lift off. But I did give it the old BCRCFliers try!! 

So now it is on to spring and the hopes of flying in warmer weather.  

When I look back at the past two years we have made many changes and come a long way with our field. 
And this year will not be an exception. There’s a long list of tasks that we plan to complete.  

Saturday 3/14 Russ and I put down about two full bags of seed that we had from the original seed purchase 
about 15 months ago. We got very good coverage. Should be a bumper crop of grass this year weather   
permitting.  

Russ also has cut the 1" x 1" steel tube replacements for most but not all of the pilot station uprights. We 
will need to purchase or try to scrounge a few more pieces. I will get those out to the field and installed in 
the near future. Probably the weekend after next. I'll give better details as that weekend approaches.  
 
Also Stan dropped off the new Club roller. Looks very good. I plan to increase the tongue length slightly to 
ensure the roller does not hit the wheels of the tractor in tight turns. Stan mentioned this did happen                        
occasionally. Once I get that done I will take it out and roll the field.  
 
I have the club tractor at my house and plan to give it a well deserved cleaning! The little fella is clearly in 
need of a wash and wax. (Yes.....I wax my lawn tractor also). I'll get the roller kit and blades installed and 
change fluids in prep for this coming season. With the new grass in place I am sure it will get a good                   
workout.  

As was done last year I have a mowing schedule ready (that we reviewed in the March meeting) and are 
soliciting additional names of volunteers to mow each week of our mowing season which currently is slated 
for April 20 thru October 26th.   

This year we are trying something different though. I have divided each week into two separate mowing 
tasks, mowing the Runway and mowing the Pits. This is in an effort to provide flexibility to volunteers with 
limited time. It allows you to mow the pit and the runway on separate days or even buddy up with someone 
and only mow one or the other. However you still have the option of mowing both areas all at one time for 
the week.  

�.�//������
���.��
 ��
!���*�����
��
���&���
'�������
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There are also several building projects that will take place this year.  

The largest of these will be the construction of a 12 x 16 ft storage building. This will be a multipurpose 
building used not only for storage but also as a food prep / sales platform for fly-ins.  

We will also be adding three flight benches to our facility. These will be slightly lower in height and longer to 
allow safe flight preparation of large scale planes. 

Our flight-line will continue to have only 5 pilot stations which means two of the current stations will be 
placed in the pit area to facilitate more pilots being able to ready their planes. 

One of the new benches will also be placed behind the newly constructed storage building and equipped to 
allow engine break in either on a plane or using your engine test stand clamped directly to the bench.  

We will also be adding three picnic tables to our field. Two of these will be set in the shelter and one placed 
somewhere in the pit area. Final placement is still to be decided. 

We will be adding two flagpoles to the North corners of the Shelter. These will be the new home of our 
American flag as well as any other we wish to display. 

And finally we will be moving the wind sock out to the East side of the runway for better visibility during                     
flying.  

As you can see we are planning a very busy spring. I believe these additions will put our club facility in the 
ranks with the best in the region. 

So prepare yourself…..this season promises to be very exciting!!  

Best regards, 

FMM 

��
	��������	����
�
marthalers@sbcglobal.net 

������#��)�#��)�

MDS .48 with muffler. 
 

Clean, low mileage. Runs great!  $35.00   
Call 350-7793 or Email                                              
bealmearm@comcast.net. 

�
0�$�
���%%��#��)�0�$�
���%%��#��)�0�$�
���%%��#��)�0�$�
���%%��#��)�� ���

��%%���1�� – 1102 S. Franklin Rd., 
Indy, (317)-359-6242  

 

��%%�������2#�� – Greenwood 
Place Shopping Center, Indy.                     
(317)-882-3175 

 

��%%�������2#�� – 6336 82nd St., 
Indy. (317)-845-4106  
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Tips & Tricks 
  
Balsa Dents  

When you accidentally dent a piece of balsa during con-
struction of a model, try this old cabinet-maker’s trick. Put 
a few drops of white vinegar on it instead of using filler. 
The vinegar will pull 99% of the dent out. Works best    
overnight. Try it; it really works!  
 

Lite Ply Replacement  
My favorite material is “doorskins” to use in place of Lite 
Ply. You can purchase these at your local building supply 
company for around 5 bucks. The sheets are 36-inches 
wide by 80-inches high and about 1/8-inch thick. I have 
used this in place of Lite Ply in fuselage sides, hatches, 
landing gear mounts, servo mounts, etc., and have never 
had a failure. 
 

Plywood on the cheap  
Also along those lines, cabinet makers have birch- and 
oak-faced ply pieces in different sizes 1/4-inches thick, 
that they will sell to you for a reasonable price. I use these 
for firewalls, gear mounts in bigger airplanes, and you can 
double them up to make firewalls for gas engines. 
 

Wires  
Get a hold of a junk VCR and take it apart. Quite often 
there are a lot of wire harnesses in it. While the wire is 
other colors, as well as black and red, it is high quality  
and works very well for RC hookups. 
 

Cleaning Mom’s Iron  
How many times have you used the household iron and 
been jumped on for leaving sticky stuff on it? Have you 
used iron-on film and had the color pigment stick to the 
iron and bleed to another section leaving streaks and 
marks on the second color (red on white, for instance)? 

Solution: Heat the iron, put some salt on any sheet of  
paper and rub the iron over the salt. PRESTO! Iron face 
back in pristine condition. 
—From the Tingalpa Transmitter in Australia 
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Leisure RC Models is your                
one  stop shop for all your 
Brushless  Motors, Elec-
tronic Speed Controllers, 
and Lipo Battery Packs.    
 

Hitec servos at unbeatable               
prices.  

LRCM will not be undersold                         
on any Hitec product.  

NEW - Now available – all                   
items from 42%!  Check           
out their web site at                                                              
www.42-percent-products.com  
 
LRCM pricing will be slightly less                    
than shown on the 42% web site.                    
Please e mail for pricing  or phone                                
at  812-524-9703                                                         

Hi Folks, 
The first round of hardware inventory  is in 
and ready to go.  
  
All the bags are a mere $1.00 each .    Order 
whatever and as much as you would like 
and add an additional $2.00 shipping within 
the lower 48.  Canada will be $3.00.                      
Others the  actual cost determined at the 
time of sale. 
                   
PayPal at LeisureRCModels@aol.com  and 
please be specific what you are ordering. 
  
If you don't see what you are needing 
please reply to this e mail and we will check 
in to adding it to our list. 
  
Thank you. 
Regards, 
Steve 

Leisure RC Models $1.00 Hardware Store  Qty/ bag  
Socket Head Cap Screw, 2-56 X 1/4" 6 

Socket Head Cap Screw, 2-56 X 1/2" 6 

Socket Head Cap Screw, 4-40 X ½" 6 

Socket Head Cap Screw, 4-40 X 1" 4 

Socket Head Cap Screw, 6-32 X 1" 4 

Socket Head Cap Screw, 8-32 X 1" 4 

Nylon Hex Head Cap Screw, 1/4"-20 X 2” 4 

6-32 Blind Nut 8 
8-32 Blind Nut 8 

Flat Washer, #2 16 

Flat Washer, #4 16 

Flat Washer, #6 16 

Flat Washer, #8 16 

Lock Washer, #2 16 

Lock Washer, #4 16 

Lock Washer, #6 16 

Lock Washer, #8 16 

Hex Nut, 2-56 16 

Hex Nut, 4-40 16 

Hex Nut, 6-32 16 

Hex Nut #8-32 16 

Introductory priced 
at $49.95. These 
units will be $59.95 
after the introduc-
tory price. Leisure 
RC Models will 
hold the price at 
$49.95 for as long 
as possible. 

"��
�:�C�� Leisure RC Models has made a one time (at least for  now) 
purchase of bulk industrial grade medium CA.  This is a high quality 
CA, and I will be sharing this with interested club  members at a very 
low price (approximately 1/2 of the street price).  The catch is you will 
need to have your own glue bottles. (As of yet, I h ave not found 
any empty bottles at a reasonable price) I will be bringing the bulk 
container to the field on occasion (cooled accordin gly) for filling club  
members empties. First come, first served (and quan tity), while it 
lasts.  
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President 
Jim Sachleben 
E mail: bcrcfliers@yahoo.com  
Cell phone: 812-350-8774 
  
Vice President 
Mike Bealmear 
E mail: bealmearm@comcast.net  
Home Phone: 812-379-4770 
Cell Phone: 812-350-7793 
  
Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Kuhn 
Home Phone: 812-342-3031 

Webmaster 
Steve Ort 
E mail: BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com  
Phone: 812-524-5784 
 
Safety Coordinator 
Steve Smith 
E mail: tksmith1@comcast.net  
Home Phone: 812-344-4009  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rick Anderson 
Email: anderson_rvs@sbcglobal.net  
Phone: 812-342-1172 

Field Marshall 
Mike Marthaler 
aka FMM (Field Marshall Mike) 
E mail: marthalers@sbcglobal.net  
Home phone: 812-342-1475 
 
Minister of Information 
(Publicity and Promotion) 
Ken Erickson 
Email: Ken_erickson@comcast.net  
Cell Phone: 812-603-8190 
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Bartholomew County Radio Control Fliers 
 

The Bartholomew County RC Fliers is an Academy of Model Aeronautics 
chartered club (number 4779) since April of 2007.  Starting with a membership of 
26, our emphasis is to provide a club and flying site for the members and to 
exchange ideas to benefit from one another’s experiences with the hobby of 
building and the sport of flying radio controlled model aircraft.  We are committed 
to promoting the enjoyment of safe flying in accordance with the AMA and 
BCRCF rules and guidelines.  We welcome visitors and RC enthusiasts, whether 
newcomer or veteran, to join us at the site and at our regular monthly club 
meetings. 
 

 
http://bcrcfliers.org/index.html  

 
BCRCF Club meets on the second Tuesday of each mont h. 

The next meeting will be held at: 
Sadie’s Family Dining, 2991 25 th Street, Columbus. 

Visitors are welcome to attend. 
 

President   Vice President   Secretary/Treasurer  
Jim Sachleben   Mike Bealmear   Russ Kuhn 
812-350-8774   812-350-7793   812-342-3031 
bcrcfliers@yahoo.com   bealmearm@comcast.net 
 
Field Marshall   Publicity and Promotion Safety Coo rdinator  
Mike Marthaler   Ken Erickson   Steve Smith 
812-342-1475   812-418-8124   812-344-4009 
marthalers@sbcglobal.net ken_Erickson@comcast.net tksmith1@comcast.net 
 
Event Coordinator  Webmaster   Newsletter Editor  
Stan Durnal   Steve Ort   Rick Anderson 
812-342-6936   812-524-9703   812-342-1172 
stan.durnal@claqas.com BCRCFwbmstr@aol.com andersonrvs@sbcglobal.com  
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BCRCF field is southeast of Columbus, Indiana.  
  
From I-65 take the Route 46 East exit and follow 
that through Columbus until you reach 25th Street. 
Turn left on 25th street, go approximately one mile , 
the landfill and flying field will be on your right . 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

June 29th, 2008 
BCRCF Flying Field 

Grand Opening 
and 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  
 
 
 
  
 
 
Winter BCRCF Indoor Flying 
Location: St. Peter’s Lutheran School gym 
719 5th St Columbus, IN 
Date/Time: Sundays Feb 22nd, Mar 8th & 22nd 
3:00 to 5:00 pm 
You must be an Academy of Model Aeronautics 
member to fly (insurance restrictions), but 
spectators are welcome. Come join us! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introductory Pilots  (Help you learn to fly Radio Controlled Airplanes 
 
Ken Erickson  Stan Durnal  Mike Bealmear  Steve Smith 
418-8124  342-6936  397-4770  344-4009 
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